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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 6, 12, 13, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Bullington et al. (US Patent Number 6219226). Bullington et al. disclose 
a computer housing for receiving at least one electronic device therein, comprising: a 
front panel (102) having at least one access port (108) for access to the electronic 
device; a receiving chamber (114) located within an inner space (106) of a main body of 
the computer housing (100) and connected to the access port; and a door panel (104) 
engaged with the front panel and is allowed to move between a first position covering 
the access port (as in Figure 1) and a second position in the receiving chamber (as in 
Figure 2), and thereby exposing the electronic device. 
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Bullington et al. '226 Figures 1, 2, and 7 



3. Regarding claim 2, Bullington et al. disclose a computer housing as claimed in 
claim 1 further comprising a guiding device (144) disposed in the receiving chamber for 
guiding the door panel when the door panel is retracted into the receiving chamber, and 
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the guiding device has at least one track (146) for sliding the door panel into the 
receiving chamber. 

4. Regarding claim 6, Bullington et al. disclose a computer housing as claimed in 
claim 1, wherein the first position is substantially perpendicular to the second position 
(see Figures 1 and 2). 

5. Regarding claim 12, Bullington et al. disclose a computer housing for receiving at 
least one electronic device, comprising: a front panel (102) having at least one access 
port (108) for access to the electronic device; a receiving chamber (1 14) located within 
an inner space (1 06) of a main body of the computer housing (1 00) and connected to 
the opening; a door panel (104) engaged with the front panel and is allowed to move 
between a first position covering the access port (as in Figure 1) and a second position 
in the receiving space (as in Figure 2), and thereby exposing the electronic device; and 
a guiding device (144) disposed in the receiving chamber for guiding the door panel 
when the door panel is retracted into the receiving chamber. 

6. Regarding claim 13, Bullington et al. disclose a computer housing as claimed in 
claim 12, wherein the guiding device is a rail (144) comprising at least one track (146). 

7. Regarding claim 17, Bullington et al. disclose a computer housing as claimed in 
claim 12, wherein the first position is substantially perpendicular to the second position 
(see Figures 1 and 2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bullington 

et al. in view of Hwang (US Patent Number 6338181). Bullington et al. disclose a 

computer housing as recited in claim 1, but do not include a semi-cylindrical portion 

formed on the door panel. Hwang discloses a door hinging assembly using a cylinder 

with a flat side (22) in Figures 8-10. Further, it is well known to include a cylindrical 

portion (122) formed on a door panel to engage the front panel as shown in Figure 1 of 

the instant application. Based on the teachings of Hwang and the prior art Figure 1 in 

the instant application, it would have been a design choice to make the flat-sided 

cylinder of Hwang semi-cylindrical since applicant has not disclosed that having the 

semi-cylindrical member solves any stated problem or is for any particular purpose, and 

it appears that Bullington et al.'s housing would perform equally well with a flat-sided 

cylindrical, semi-cylindrical, or full cylindrical member on the door. 
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Hwang '181 Figure 9 




Prior Art Figure 1 
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10. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bullington 
et al. in view of Hwang (US Patent Number 6338181) and applicant's admitted prior art 
Figure 1 . Bullington et al. disclose a computer housing as recited in claim 3 when 
modified by Hwang as explained above, but do not include a door panel having a 
protrusion abutting the front panel when the door panel is in the first position. However, 
it is well known in the art to include such a protrusion (124) as shown in Figure 1 of the 
instant application. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Bullington et al.'s housing, as modified by 
Hwang, to include a door panel having a protrusion abutting the front panel when the 
door panel is in the first position as shown in the prior art to control the motion of the 
door panel while in its first position. 

1 1 . Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bullington 
et al in view of Hwang (US Patent Number 6338181) and Quade (US Patent Number 
5957558). Bullington et al. disclose a computer housing as recited in claim 4 when 
modified by Hwang as explained above, but do not include a positioning portion 
disposed in the receiving chamber abutting the door panel when the door panel is in the 
second position. Quade discloses a hinged drawer unit including a positioning portion 
(79) disposed in the receiving chamber abutting the drawer when the drawer is in the 
second position. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Bullington et al.'s housing, as modified by 
Hwang as explained above, to include a positioning portion within the receiving 
chamber as taught by Quade to limit door travel. 
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12. Claims 7,- 8, and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bullington et al. in view of Hwang (US Patent Number 6338181). Bullington et al. 
disclose a computer housing for receiving at least one electronic device therein, 
comprising: a front panel (102) having at least one access port (108) for access to the 
electronic device; a receiving chamber (114) located within an inner space (106) of a 
main body of the computer housing (100) and connected to the access port; and a door 
panel (104) engaged with the front panel, which is allowed to move between a first 
position covering the opening (as in Figure 1) and a second position in the receiving 
chamber (as in Figure 2), and thereby exposing the object, but Bullington et al. do not 
include a semi-cylindrical portion on the door panel to engage the front panel. Hwang 
discloses a door hinging method using a cylinder with a flat side (22). Further, it is well 
known to include a cylindrical portion (122) formed on a door panel to engage the front 
panel as shown in Figure 1 of the instant application. Based on the teachings of Hwang 
and the prior art Figure 1 in the instant application, it would have been a design choice 
to make the flat-sided cylinder of Hwang semi-cylindrical since applicant has not 
disclosed that having the semi-cylindrical member solves any stated problem or is for 
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any particular purpose, and it appears that Bullington et al.'s housing would perform 
equally well with a flat-sided cylindrical, semi-cylindrical, or full cylindrical member on 
the door. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Bullington et al.'s housing to include a semi-cylinder 
formed on the door panel to engage the front panel to facilitate rotation and sliding of 
the door panel. 

13. As for claim 8, Bullington et al. further disclose a guiding device (144) disposed in 
the receiving chamber for guiding the door panel when the door panel is retracted into 
the receiving chamber, and the guiding device has at least one track (146) for sliding 
the door panel into the receiving chamber. 

14. For claim 1 1 , Bullington et al. disclose the first position is substantially 
perpendicular to the second position (see Figures 1 and 2). 

15. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bullington 
et al. in view of Hwang (US Patent Number 6338181) and applicant's admitted prior art 
Figure 1 . Bullington et al. disclose a computer housing as recited in claim 7 when 
modified by Hwang as explained above, but do not include a door panel having a 
protrusion abutting the front panel when the door panel is in the first position. However, 
it is well known in the art to include such a protrusion (124) as shown in Figure 1 of the 
instant application. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Bullington et al.'s housing, as modified by 
Hwang, to include a door panel having a protrusion abutting the front panel when the 
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door panel is in the first position as shown in the prior art to control the motion of the 
door panel while in its first position. 

16. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bullington et al. in view of Hwang (US Patent Number 6338181) and Quade (US Patent 
Number 5957558). Bullington et al. disclose a computer housing as recited in claim 9 
when modified by Hwang as explained above, but do not include a positioning portion 
disposed in the receiving chamber abutting the door panel when the door panel is in the 
second position. Quade discloses a hinged drawer unit including a positioning portion 
(79) disposed in the receiving chamber abutting the drawer when the drawer is in the 
second position. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Bullington et al.'s housing, as modified by 
Hwang as explained above, to include a positioning portion within the receiving 
chamber as taught by Quade to limit door travel. 

17. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bullington et al. in view of Hwang (US Patent Number 6338181). Bullington et al. 
disclose a computer housing as recited in claim 12, but do not include a semi-cylindrical 
portion formed on the door panel and engaged with the front panel. Hwang discloses a 
door hinging method using a cylinder with a flat side (22). Further, it is well known to 
include a cylindrical portion (122) formed on a door panel and engaged with the front 
panel as shown in Figure 1 of the instant application. Based on the teachings of Hwang 
and the prior art Figure 1 in the instant application, it would have been a design choice 
to make the flat-sided cylinder of Hwang semi-cylindrical since applicant has not 
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disclosed that having the semi-cylindrical member solves any stated problem or is for 
any particular purpose, and it appears that Bullington et al.'s housing would perform 
equally well with a flat-sided cylindrical, semi-cylindrical, or full cylindrical member on 
the door. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Bullington et al.'s housing to include a semi-cylinder 
formed on the door panel and engaged with the front panel to facilitate rotation and 
sliding of the door panel. 

18. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bullington et al. in view of Hwang (US Patent Number 6338181) and applicant's 
admitted prior art Figure 1. Bullington et al. disclose a computer housing as recited in 
claim 14 when modified by Hwang as explained above, but do not include a door panel 
having a protrusion abutting the front panel when the door panel is in the first position. 
However, it is well known in the art to include such a protrusion (124) as shown in 
Figure 1 of the instant application. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify Bullington et al.'s housing, as 
modified by Hwang, to include a door panel having a protrusion abutting the front panel 
when the door panel is in the first position as shown in the prior art to control the motion 
of the door panel while in its first position. 

19. Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bullington et al. in view of Hwang (US Patent Number 6338181) and Quade (US Patent 
Number 5957558). Bullington et al. disclose a computer housing as recited in claim 15 
when modified by Hwang as explained above, but do not include a positioning portion 
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disposed in the receiving chamber abutting the door panel when the door panel is 
retracted into the receiving chamber. Quade discloses a hinged drawer unit including a 
positioning portion (79) disposed in the receiving chamber abutting the drawer when the 
drawer is retracted into the receiving chamber. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Bullington et al.'s 
housing, as modified by Hwang as explained above, to include a positioning portion 
within the receiving chamber as taught by Quade to limit door travel. 

Conclusion 

20. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The Whalen reference (US Patent Number 4600254) is cited for 
disclosing a cabinet with a pivoting and sliding door. The Kyllo reference (US Patent 
Number 2775501) is cited for disclosing a cabinet with a pivoting door using a semi- 
cylindrical member. The Tindall reference (US Patent Number 4549625) is cited for 
disclosing an instrument housing with a pivoting and sliding cover. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Philip Gabler whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6038. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:30 AM to 
5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on (571) 272-6867. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public. PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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